
Regional Economic Analysis in the 
Age of Big Data

Bridging the Gap between Big Data and Decision Makers



-Napoleon Bonaparte

“A good sketch is better 
than a long speech”



-Napoleon Bonaparte

“A good sketch is better 
than a long spreadsheet”



Background



MAG Region: By the Numbers

10,650
Square Miles

32
Member Agencies

4.4 million
2016 Population

64%
of State’s Population

72%
of State’s Tax Base









Renewed Focus on Data Analytics





Data just don’t leap off
the page and convert 

themselves into 
high-quality, useful 

information.
-Slotnick & Orland 

“

”





Commute Shed Intersections



Graphic Design



Graphic Design



Graphic Design













Automating the Process



Graphic Design 
Meets

the Data Query



Emp

ACS

LODES

Sales

Proj



Keys to Success

Know Your Audience Stakeholder Buy-in The Right Team

Collaboration QA/QC Checks Professional Design





Resources

Adobe Illustrator Variables
• https://helpx.adobe.com/illustrator/using/data-driven-graphics-templates-variables.html

Variable Importer Script Tutorials
• http://hypertransitory.com/blog/2015/04/26/illustrator-variable-data
• http://prepression.blogspot.com.au/2015/03/illustrator-variableimporter-script-tutorial-1.html

Infographic and Data Display Tips
• https://blog.kissmetrics.com/12-infographic-tips/
• http://www.infobrandz.com/great-big-list-of-infographic-ideas/
• (Book) The Wall Street Journal Guide to Information Graphics: The Dos and Don'ts of Presenting Data, Facts, 

and Figures by Dona M. Wong (available on Amazon)
• (Book) Effective Data Visualization – The Right Chart for the Right data by Stephanie DH Evergreen
• http://flowingdata.com/
• (Book) Good Charts: The HBR Guide to Making Smarter, More Persuasive Data Visualizations by Scott Berinato
• (Book) The Visual Display of Quantitative Information by Edward R. Tufte (available on Amazon)
• http://colorschemer.com and http://colorbrewer2.org

ACS 5-year Summary Files in MS Access databases (by State)
• http://gisdiva.com/downloads/acs2015-5yr/

https://helpx.adobe.com/illustrator/using/data-driven-graphics-templates-variables.html
http://hypertransitory.com/blog/2015/04/26/illustrator-variable-data
http://prepression.blogspot.com.au/2015/03/illustrator-variableimporter-script-tutorial-1.html
https://blog.kissmetrics.com/12-infographic-tips/
http://www.infobrandz.com/great-big-list-of-infographic-ideas/
https://www.amazon.com/Street-Journal-Guide-Information-Graphics/dp/0393347281
https://www.amazon.com/Effective-Data-Visualization-Right-Chart/dp/1506303056
http://flowingdata.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Good-Charts-Smarter-Persuasive-Visualizations/dp/1633690709/
https://www.amazon.com/Visual-Display-Quantitative-Information/dp/0961392142/
http://colorschemer.com/
http://colorbrewer2.org/
http://gisdiva.com/downloads/acs2015-5yr/
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