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Geographic Information Systems
in Schools



Maps use layers of “like things”



Geographic Information System

GIS =

• Information 
about the world

• Shown as layers 
of points, lines, 
areas, & images

• For a range of 
scales

• Viewed and 
analyzed on a 
computer



GIS illuminates patterns and relationships



Desktop Mobile Web

GIS users mix & match tech, data, maps, apps



Who uses GIS?

www.esri.com/industries



Many teachers + students use GIS



ArcGIS School Bundle

ArcGIS Online
cloud-based infrastructure hosting

Organizations with logins, storage, content

Data creation tools,
e.g. Survey123

Data collections,
e.g. Living Atlas

Mapping + analysis tools,
e.g. Map Viewer

Presentation tools,
e.g. StoryMaps



Easy but powerful classroom activities

esri.com/geoinquiries



Schools and clubs can get software for free!

esri.com/schools


